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b e corane strale the power of its equipment by
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installing 4 x 450 mm thick reinforced
concrete motorway lane barriers back to
back in pairs, in a trench. Contractor
Autobore, one of Powermole/SE's cus-
tomers, successfully  demonstrated  its
PMB903 Dry-Rock directional drilling sys-
tem at the show. It took only 1.55 minutes
to drill through the 900 mm barrier wall,
which was reinforced with 4 layers of twin
12 mm diameter horizontal and 8 mm

diameter vertical steel mesh.
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Powermole/SE’s PM903 Dry-Rock Drilling Rig as demonstrated at the UK No-Dig Live
98, drilling through 2 x 450 mm steelmesh reinforced concrete motorway lane barriers.
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Autobore’s chief rig operator Rob Tyler
enthused to visitors the outstanding perfor-
mance of the Powermole/SE rig, saying
the company had successfully deployed
this new technology over the last 5 months,
by undertaking many projects in difficult
ground conditions, including the installa-
tion of an 85 m length of 125 mm diameter
PE pipe in Camarthen. This involved
directional drilling through layers of soil,
boulders, and bedrock under a river bed
and railway, which had to rise 5 m through
a length of 22 m at the receive end,
Autobore was also called in to utilise the
PM903 when a rockwheel system failed
to cut through igneous rock with a strength
of around 130 MPa at  Thornbury.
Powermole/SE’s rig completed the 60 m
length of 180 mm diameter project in
2 days.

Other equipment on display by the
Powermole/SE Group included the recemtly
launched PM250 tracked drill rig and
optional special purpose (non-HGV) trans-
portation vehicle with on-board hydraulic
power supply, their range of impact
Powermoles, Colli Drill Rods and the
I.D.S. Radar Mapping Systems, which
attracted a lot of enguiries and will shortly
be demonstrated at various projects around
the UK.
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