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returns during its seven year life, At the end
of the contract period, the DETR regains
rights over the service and may choose o
let another concession contract, bring the
service back in-house, or sell it outright ™

The Mouchel management consultancy
team advised DETR on all aspects of the
contract, from initial advertisement in
October 1997 to award of public/private
partnership contract in July 1998, Key
tasks undertaken by Mouchel included
market  assessment, valuation of the
Constructionline undertaking, specification
development, financial and technical eval-
uations, recommendation of  preferred
bidder, and advice on transaction arrange-
ments and contract management,

BG IN CONTROL IN
ARGENTINA

Pipeline and exploration company BG plc
is taking control of Metrogas, the Buenos
Aires pas company. The arrangement
extends BG's  influence over South
American gas markets through pipelines to
Uruguay and Brazil.

BG is gaining a controlling imerest in
Metrogas's parent company Gas Argentino
by purchasing a 25% stake for £46 million.
Metrogas supplies 1.9 million customers
and made £30 million profit last year. The
company is the major buyver of gas in the
region, and the largest holder of gas capac-
ity. Argentina has large, unexploited gas
reserves in Patagonia, and BG intends to
export gas to neighbouring countries,

A consortium  including BG, Pan
American Energy of Argentina and the
Uruguayan state energy company ANCap
is developing a pipeline linking Buenos
Aires with Montevideo. The two-year pro-
ject, crossing the River Plate, will cost
£72 million. An extension of the pipeline
to Porto Alegre in southern Brazil is also
planned.,

DRILLING IN ITALY
Research into directional drilling projects in
ltaly has given a better understanding
of the principal causes of delays and failure.
To date, CSELT and Telecom ltalia have
built up a database on 150 projects compris-
ing TO0 bores totalling 56 km in length.

The study has shown that 68% of bores
were completed with no significant diffi-
culties. OF the remainder, most problems
were caused by mass gravel, and by buried
objects such as foundations and existing
utilities, Gravels and sandy gravels caused
particular  problems  during  pull-back,
putting a high stress on the drilling
machine. The most common cause of total
failure was mass rock, followed by gravels
and existing utilities.

Telecom ltalia has also been progressing
the use of dry guided boring technigues
which, in urban areas, avoid the risk of
fluid leakage into basements and reduce
the impact on traffic by allowing the
michines o operate from existing chambers,
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The drilling and steering systems are
designed to work in hard rock, A 5 km
project in Trentino Alto Adige to install
three 50 mm diameter HDPE ducts has
recently been completed by this method,
using an SE 503 D rig.

Projects have also been undertaken with
Muid-assisted rigs in Friuli Venezia Giulia
and Rome. The first used a Vermeer D24
to install 350 metres of |40 mm pipe
beneath a lagoon, whilst in Rome a Tracto-
Technik Grundodrill 105 and an Elletari
Geotecnica EG2031 are being used to
install six 50 mm diameter ducts in a
123 km urban ring.

VERMEER EXPANDS
IN EAST EUROPE

With two new dealers. Vermeer is current-
ly expanding and consolidating its dealer
network in. Eastern Europe. Vermeer
Technics Baltic now covers Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania, and IPSO is the Vermeer
dealer in Rumania, The contact at Vermeer
Technics Baltic is Dimitri Zhuhhovitski,
tel: +372-2213278 or +372-6380470 and at
IPSO the contact is Christophe Richard.
tel: +401-223-1400, fax: +401-223-2744,
For the rest of Eastern Europe contacts
include: Vermeer East covering Russia,
contact Ronald Hooke, rel: +70-95-
9364471, fax: +70-95-9364204. Trans-
technik Polska covering Poland, contact
Zbigniew Stanikowski, tel: +48-22430208,
fax: +48-22-8430209, Transtechnik CS
covering the Crech Republic, contact
Zdenek Nowvy, tel; +420-2-775755 or
+420-2-770103, fax:  +420-2-772609,
Contact Vermeer International for informa-
tion on the rest of Eastern Europe, tel;

OLDEST MOLE
SEARCH

Having been designing and manufacturing
construction equipment for more than three
decades, Tracto-Technik is establishing a
‘Mole Museum”. The Grundomat pneumat-
ic hammer range has been a mainstay of
the company’s product line since 1970 and
as such Tracto-Technik is running a com-
petition to find the oldest Grundomat still
in active service. To enter the competition,
which offers a good priced buyback of the
Grundomat, display in the new museum, a
company profile of the last owner in
Tracto-Technik's Tractuell newsletter and
one week hotel accommodation in the
romantic Burg Schnellenberg castle in
Attendorn, Germany, simply search out the
Grundomat serial number on the units rear
casing and send it along with a contact
name, full company address, telephone/fax
and email details to: Tracto-Technik. Fax:
+49 2723808 by October 15, 1998 at the
lanest.
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TUNNELLING

Essential Reading

World Tunnefling is the most widely
distributed, best read specialist
tunnelling  publication produced
anywhere in the world. Its editors are
engineers  who understand  the
industry about which they are
writing, producing editorial coverage
that is both relevant and accurate.
The publication circulates 1o readers
in well over 100 countries - around
30% more than its nearest
competitor. For those involved in any
aspect of the tunnelling industry,
World Tunnelling is essential
reading for keeping up with the very
latest in technology and activities in
this exciting sector. An annual
subscription costs only £47 ($USES)
and includes air speeded delivery
outside the UK. It brings vou ten
issues, including the Annual
Technical Review and Buvers Guide
every November, and gquarterly
North American Tunnelling focus.
To subscribe, just fax or mail the
form below, or visit our website at
www.mining-journal.com

WORLD TUNNELLING

60 Worship Street, London EC2A 2HD, England.
Phone: +#4 (0)171 216 B0BD
Fax: +44 (0)171 216 8050

E-mail: wt@ mining-journal.com

WORLD TUNNELLING SUBSCRIPTION
APPLICATION FORM

Please commence a subscription to
WORLD TUMMELLING in my name and
invoice me/my company at the address

above for the sum of £47 ($LS85).
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